
First WCF Establishment Group Meeting 

Coastal wetlands and ecologically associated habitats worldwide are under pressure and there have 

been increasing calls for urgent action, including through the various biodiversity conventions and the 

IUCN. In an International Advisory Meeting on the World Coastal Forum held on Jan 10, 2022 in 

Yancheng City, Jiangsu Province, China with global online participation of governments, conventions, 

international NGOs and experts there was agreement to establish a “World Coastal Forum (WCF)”. 

The meeting was hosted by the People’s Republic of China’s Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) 

and Jiangsu Provincial People’s Government. To develop the institutional framework and Terms of 

Reference of the WCF an international voluntary and informal World Coastal Forum Establishment 

Group (WCFEG) has been established that began its work in February 2022, supported by the Eco 

Foundation Global and BirdLife International.  

A first meeting of the group was held online on 17 February 2022. The meeting brought together over 

40 persons from around the world including from governments (Cambodia and China), a development 

agency (Asian Development Bank), international frameworks/initiatives (Common Wadden Sea 

Secretariat, Convention on Migratory Species Secretariat, East Asian Australasian Flyway Partnership 

Secretariat, IUCN, ICLEI - International Local Governments for Sustainability, and Western 

Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network Secretariat), NGOs (BirdLife International, International 

Crane Foundation, Future East Coasts, The Nature Conservancy, Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust), 

universities (Queensland and Adelaide, Australia, Taif in Saudi Arabia, Cambridge, UK), and invited 

advisors (Arthur Hanson and Stanley Johnson). A full list of participants is available here. 

The meeting reviewed progress since the January 2022 meeting including the appointment of an 

Interim Coordinator supported by Eco Foundation Global. The meeting confirmed Mr Zhang Xinsheng 

(Ex IUCN President and Chairman of the Board, Hainan Institute of National Park) as the Chair of the 

WCFEG. The meeting received an update on planning for the COP14 of the Ramsar Convention to be 

hosted in China in November 2022 by Madam Li Yan (Vice Director of Wetlands Section of the 

National Forestry & Grassland Administration), and where it is proposed that establishment of the 

WCF would be formally announced. 

The Terms of Reference for the group were agreed with the main responsibility for development of the 

documentation for the launch of the WCF. The work will be undertaken by five voluntary Task Teams, 

namely for development of the Institutional Framework and resources, International Engagement, 

Local and Subnational Engagement, Stakeholder Mapping and Science and Evidence Base. The next 

meetings are scheduled for 17 May and 17 August 2022. 

 

https://www.worldcoastalforum.org/about
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